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munity and I anticipate hearing about 

your child’s future achievements.  To 

those of you that I will again see in the 

September, the 2018 – 2019 school 

year will be a great one and I am excit-

ed that you will be a part of it! 
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Looking out of my office window, it is clear 

that Spring has settled in.  The school lawn 

is being mowed, birds are singing, and the 

warm sun of May shines brightly. All of 

these signs have alerted me to the fact that 

the school year is beginning to draw to a close.  

Certainly, there is still much to do but May will 

quickly slip into June where we will see the de-

parture of the school buses on the final day.  The 

end of the school year can be an anxious time for 

children and it is important for us to remember 

that we need to provide assistance and support 

through the final day of school.  A strong finish 

to this school year can help to get your child off 

to a great start in September.  Additionally, spe-

cific Summer activities can also prove beneficial 

towards this goal.  Maintaining a standard 

schedule and encouraging your child to partici-

pate in activities that reinforce learned academic 

skills can assist your child in their transition into 

the next grade level.  For example, when shop-

ping, ask your child to compare product prices, 

after a day of swimming or at the park, have 

your child write about their experience, and, as 

always, talk to your child about what they are 

reading.  This has been a productive year and I 

have enjoyed watching the children grow aca-

demically and socially.  Your continuous sup-

port has positively impacted your child’s perfor-

mance and combined with the efforts of Janvi-

er’s dedicated staff, many successful days have 

resulted. I wish you all an enjoyable Summer.  

To those of you who will become Main Road 

parents in September, thank you for being a part 

of the Mary F. Janvier Elementary School com-

Mr. Kobik’s Corner 
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I cannot begin to tell you how 
proud I am of how much our stu-
dents have learned in Computer 
Literacy.  We have wonderful stu-
dents and excellent learn-
ers!  Please continue to practice 
keyboarding skills over the Sum-
mer. With computer based stand-
ardized testing, it is so important 
that children know how to properly 
type and are able to do so quick-
ly.  A great free website that we 
use in class is: http://
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/
typing/.  Second Grade has also 

I would like to give a big CON-
GRATULATIONS to our 2nd Grade 
Chorus on a fantastic concert!  They 
rocked that stage and I am incredibly 
proud.  I will miss seeing you all, but 
I look forward to all of the wonderful 
things you will accomplish at Main 
Road and beyond!  I hope our entire 
Jackrabbit family has a happy and 
healthy summer!  Keep singing!  

Computer Literacy 

been working on computer pro-
gramming throughout the year using 
a free website called Tynker (https://
www.tynker.com/hour-of-code/). 
Using this website, students engage 
in higher level thinking STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
and math) activities.  All Second 
Graders have accounts on Tynker 
that they may continue to use at the 
conclusion of the school year. I 
want to wish everyone a safe and 
restful summer and best of luck to 
all of our Second Grade students 
who will be attending Main Road 

next year. We will miss you! 

 

Learning About Dinosaurs in Kindergarten 

Second Grade Chorus & What Students Have Learned in Art Class 

This year has been wonderful teach-
ing your children. Our students are 
talented and creative individuals. 
We have shared many laughs, "aha" 
moments, and in-depth discussions, 
all while learning about techniques, 
artists, the environment, history and 
culture through the study of Art! 
Thank you for your support of the 
arts, and please continue to foster 
your child's creativity during the 
Summer months!  Remember, the 
2nd Grade Art Show will be Thurs-
day, May 17th from 6-8:00 pm dur-
ing the Book Fair. 

The Kindergarten students from Mrs. 
Manall’s class have been completing 

a project based on learning about 
dinosaurs. They have read many 
books to research facts about dino-

saurs, created their own fossils from 
clay and put together exhibits about 
the many dinosaur topics they have 

learned about. As a culminating ac-
tivity, grade-level classes have been 
invited to visit the Dinosaur Museum 

and meet a larger than life T-Rex.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/
https://www.tynker.com/hour-of-code/
https://www.tynker.com/hour-of-code/


School Spirit Committee 
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Second Grade Field Trip 

 

 The School Spirit Committee has 
some exciting events coming up!  
To celebrate the 2017-2018 school 
year, students and staff are partici-
pating in an “A to Z Celebration”.  
Each letter of the alphabet repre-
sents a fun event or spirit wear day.  
Students and staff will also be par-
ticipating in a Summer Door Deco-
rating Contest!  This will be anoth-
er fun way to celebrate an amazing 
school year and to brighten up the 
hallways.  A winner will be select-
ed from each grade level.  Students 
from the winning class will earn 

time to play outside!  We are so 
excited to celebrate the success of 
such a great school year! 

Recently, 2nd Grade traveled to the 
Franklin Institute to celebrate their end 
of the year field trip.  Students learned 
about the heart, our Earth, electricity, 
trains, and airplanes at all of the interest-
ing exhibits throughout the Institute.  
The various exhibits spurred conversa-
tions amongst 2nd Graders about how 
and why thing work.  You can support 
students’ love of learning by encourag-
ing your child to go outside to observe 
nature and discover the everyday pro-
ceses occurring all around them.  Spend-
ing the day at the Franklin Institute was 
truly a fun-filled way to round out an 
awesome school year! 

 As we wrap up the end of the year, I 
wanted to touch briefly on a few 
things.  The first is strep throat.  I con-
tinue to see it.  Strep is spread through 
contact and air droplets, so please re-
mind your children to keep their hands 
off their face and not to share personal 
items with other children. Also, make 
sure you change their toothbrush at 
home after a bout of strep. Seasonal 
allergies are upon us.  The best way to 
keep the allergens off your child is 
nightly baths.  When your child comes 
in from playing, put them in the tub to 
rinse the allergens off so the pollen 

doesn’t find its way into your sheets, as 
well.  Your child then will have a much 
better night’s sleep.  For my students 
with chronic nose bleeds, if you put a 
small thin layer of Vaseline in their 
nose at night, this will help keep the 
membranes moist and decrease the 
number of nose bleeds.  Lastly, we had 
Kindergarten registration for the up-
coming 2018-2019 school year.  If you 
are a parent of an incoming Kindergar-
tener, please remember to send in all 
the forms as soon as you get them.  If 
your neighbor or friend has a child 

coming to Janvier, please remind 
them to send in the paper work.  Fi-
nally, enjoy your summer with your 
children.  Spend lots of time with 
them. Remember, a child doesn’t want 
things, they want your time.  And 
that’s the best gift you could give 
them.  
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First Grade Goes to the Aquarium P A G E  4  

What has 2 million gallons of 
water, 8500 aquatic animals, 
and over 200 1st Grade stu-
dents?  The Adventure Aquari-
um in Camden, New Jersey! 
In June, Janvier’s 1st Graders 
will be heading for fun and 
learning at the Adventure 
Aquarium.  They will be dis-
covering the many amazing 
creatures that thrive in aquatic 
habitats.  Learning opportuni-
ties are designed to inspire stu-

dents to better understand and gain 
appreciation for marine life, food 
chains, life cycles and ecosystems. 
The 1st Grade teachers and students 
are looking forward to the 
trip.  What a great way to end a 
wonderful school year! 

 

Earth Day Planting Comes to Kindergarten 

Information from the Reading Specialist 

 Research indicates that children 
who read during the Summer 
months can maintain or even 
improve their reading skills. 
Summer is an excellent time  to 
nourish the love of reading by 
reading with your child. It’s 
also a great time to allow your 
child time to read independently 
for pure enjoyment. Spending 
time reading could be the most 
beneficial Summer activity for 
your child.  Your child’s teach-

ers appreciate the time you invest to 
make reading an important part of 
Summer for your child. If you would 
like some ideas and resources, I have 
compiled some links and infor-
mation about Summer reading on my 
website. Also included is a direct 
link to the TumbleBook Library, 
where students can access free 
eBooks all Summer.  Please visit my 
website to access these resources. 
My website can be found on the 
Janvier website under “parents/

students” “teacher websites”. Have a 
wonderful Summer! Happy reading! 

Kindergarten children partici-
pated in many Earth Day activi-
ties.  The children in Mrs. Shoe-
maker and Mrs. Grochowski’s 
classes enjoyed planting flower 
and vegetable seeds with their 
2nd Grade Study Buddies. Stu-
dents were able to enjoy the 
garden which has been devel-
oped through a state grant. Prior 
to the planting activities, stu-
dents learned about the life cy-
cle of a plant as well as ways to 
maintain our Earth. Plants were 
taken home  by the students for 
the children and their families to 
watch grow. 

 


